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RECOMMENDATION   

For information only.    

REPORT SUMMARY  

To provide The District of Thunder Bay Social Services Administration Board (TBDSSAB 
or Board) with information regarding the allocation of Mental Health and Addictions 
(MH&A) funding from the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH).  

BACKGROUND 

Ontario’s Ministry of Health provided the MMAH with $10 million in one-time mental 
health and addictions funding for 2020-21 to be allocated to select Service Managers and 
Indigenous Program Administrators under existing program agreements. For TBDSSAB, 
the funding is provided under the existing Community Homelessness Prevention Initiative 
(CHPI) program. This MH&A funding is offered as a one-time initiative in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
On January 13, 2021, TBDSSAB received notification from the MMAH announcing the 
allocation of $1,040,046 in new funding to support a range of mental health and 
addictions-related supports and services. This flexible funding will help address the 
pandemic needs of vulnerable people living with mental health and/or addictions issues 
and may be used for eligible operating activities within our service area. 

COMMENTS 

Under the terms of this funding, TBDSSAB was required to sign and return the allocation 
letter confirming agreement with the requirements of the funding, and to also provide an 
investment plan on how the funding would be allocated.   
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TBDSSAB’s allocation under the mental health and addictions funding may be used for 
the following eligible operating costs to fund a range of mental health and addictions-
related services and supports, including but not limited to: 
  

• Mental health/illness and substance use supports and services, supports related 
to recovery (e.g., hiring mental health and addictions workers). 

• Harm reduction and substance use assessment, support, treatment, and 
withdrawal services. 

• Crisis intervention and prevention services.  

• Dual diagnosis and fetal alcohol support. 

• Medication assistance and medical care. 

• Providing people with short-term mental health and addictions housing assistance 
(e.g., rent supplement or housing allowance) and mental health and addictions 
supports up to March 31, 2021.  

• Purchasing technology/equipment needed to provide people with virtual mental 
health and/or addictions supports.  

 
This funding is only provided for the 2020/21 Ministry fiscal year; however, the funding 
may be used to pay for eligible costs incurred from April 1, 2020.  
 
Administration has reached out to community partners across the District to identify 
opportunities to benefit individuals in need of additional mental health and addictions 
supports. Administration reviewed each proposal against the eligibility criteria and has 
determined the following as successful for funding: 
 

Mental Health and Addictions Funding  
Approved Applications 

Organization Proposal Amount 

Salvation Army Technology purchase to assist clients and staff 
with training and engagement 

$10,860 

BISNO Provision of social activities for individuals with 
acquired brain injury to address needs arising 
from COVID-19 restrictions and distancing 

$5,000 

Geraldton District 
Hospital 

Supporting interaction and engagement with 
individuals in crisis and diversion from hospital 

$79,000 

Grace Place Expansion of day shelter and navigation staff 
to assist in addressing COVID-19 distancing 
and protocols 

$15,536 

Lakehead University Software support and training for a new suicide 
prevention initiative for students 

$9,000 

John Howard Society of 
Thunder Bay and District 

Recreational programming supplies and fitness 
room update; re-integration kits for clients to 
support safe practices, hygiene and life 
supports 

$33,325 

Dilico Anishinabek 
Family Care 

Land-based teaching program supplies, 
technology, medical supports, food/life 

$200,000 
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stabilization supplies, COVID-19 safety 
expenses 

Elizabeth Fry Society of 
Northwestern Ontario 

Emergency short term housing including 
essential item kits, essential furnishings, 
cleaning supplies, PPE, and rent deposit, 
along with supports 

$24,770 

Matawa First Nations Support for clients to maintain housing; street 
outreach and high-risk individuals support; 
mental health and addictions counselling and 
support; respite and crisis support; emergency 
supplies (PPE, food, hygiene, bedding, towels) 

$126,000 

Thunder Bay Police 
Service 

Access to remote areas in the City of Thunder 
Bay to conduct welfare checks with supports; 
provide cold weather clothing for vulnerable 
people released from custody 

$8,553 

Thunder Bay Indigenous 
Friendship Centre 

Support for traditional medicines and program 
materials for mental health and addictions 
supports; purchase of technology to support 
client connectivity and food supports for clients 

$30,000 

NorWest Community 
Health Centre 

Life Guard App to reduce Opioid-related 
overdoses, delivering regular reporting to the 
organization and provides remote management 
functionality for overdoses and includes a 
strong protocol for emergency services 
notification/alert.  

$70,000 

NorWest Community 
Health Centre 

A pilot project Care Bus staffed with peer 
workers and community health nurses to 
connect individuals to emergency shelters, 
warming centres, addiction and mental health 
services, harm reduction services and health 
supports in the community.  

$126,200 

TBDSSAB - Lending 
Computers and Data 

18 laptops ($20,000) + 1 Year Data Packages 
($20,400) for lending  

$50,000 

TBDSSAB - Pharmacy 
Support for Medication 

Cover cost/co-pay of mental health and/or 
addictions medication as required  

$20,000 

TBDSSAB - Renovate 
Hubs to Support MH&A 

Trillium and Windsor resource centres 
(flooring, paint, furniture ordered) 

$12,000 

TBDSSAB - Wellness 
Kits and Clothing 

Food, clothing, and hygiene items for 
distribution to vulnerable populations through 
volunteer groups 

$4,000 

TBDSSAB -
Telecommunications 
Outreach 

200 cell phones with 1-year data plan 
distributed to vulnerable population 

$184,000 

TBDSSAB Administrative 
Allocation 

3% of Allocated Amount $31,000 

Total $1,039,244 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The Mental Health and Addictions funding under CHPI is 100% provincially funded. 
 
TBDSSAB has been notified that it is approved to receive $1,040,046 to be spent on 
eligible operational activities. 
 
TBDSSAB is eligible to use up to three per cent of the approved funding allocation for 
administration costs, totalling $31,000. 

CONCLUSION 

It is concluded that this report provides the Board with information relative to the new 
mental health and addictions funding provided by the MMAH, and the eligible recipients 
and initiatives supported with this funding. 

REFERENCE MATERIALS ATTACHED 

Attachment #1 Letter from MMAH dated January 13, 2021 
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